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CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK 


Trump bans travel from Europe 


UK not part of restrictions; 


As effects cascade in Chicago, 
St. Pat’s Day parade canceled 


By JOHN BYRNE, 
RYAN ORI, 

HANNAH LEONE 

AND MORGAN GREENE 


As the global coronavirus 
crisis was declared a pan- 
demic, markets plunged, 
cancellations grew and new 
cases of COVID-19 an- 
nounced Wednesday by Illi- 
nois officials brought the 
total number in the state to 
25, including the first case 
tied to a bustling downtown 
office building. 

The effects of the illness 
cascaded by midweek, leav- 
ing more Chicagoans work- 
ing from home, officials 
tasked with tough calls and 
St. Patrick’s revelers with- 


out a parade. 

“This was not an easy 
decision, and we don’t take 
it lightly,” Mayor Lori Light- 
foot said at a morning news 
conference with Gov. J.B. 
Pritzker and other officials 
announcing the decision to 
cancel St. Patrick’s Day fes- 
tivities. 

Saturday’s downtown pa- 
rade — including the dyeing 
of the Chicago River green 
— and Sunday’s South Side 
Trish parade were called off, 
along with a smaller North- 
west Side parade. Lightfoot 
said officials would work to 
reschedule. 

But bars and restaurants 


Turn to Toll, Page 10 


at i 
DOUG MILLS/THE NEW YORK TIMES 
President Trump addresses the country about the co- 
ronavirus outbreak Wednesday night from the Oval Office. 


WHO declares virus a pandemic 


The U.N. health agency sought to shock lethargic countries 
into pulling out all the stops. Nation & World, Page 15 

E The NBA suspends season “until further notice” and the 
NCAA tourney to be played in vacant arenas. Chicago Sports 
H Illinois officials consider limits on gatherings. Page 10 


Tom Hanks, wife test positive 


By JILL COLVIN, ZEKE 
MILLER, LISA MASCARO 
AND ANDREW TAYLOR 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Tak- 
ing dramatic action, Presi- 
dent Donald Trump an- 
nounced Wednesday he is 
sharply restricting passen- 
ger travel from 26 European 
nations to the U.S. and 
moving to ease the econo- 
mic cost of a viral pandemic 
that is roiling global finan- 
cial markets and disrupting 
the daily lives of Americans. 

Trump, in a rare Oval 
Office address to the nation, 
said the month-long restric- 
tion on travel would begin 
late Friday, at midnight. 


After days of playing down 
the coronavirus threat, he 
blamed Europe for not act- 
ing quickly enough to ad- 
dress the “foreign virus” 
and claimed that U.S. clus- 
ters were “seeded” by Euro- 
pean travelers. 

“We made a lifesaving 
move with early action on 
China,” Trump said. “Now 
we must take the same 
action with Europe.” 

Trump said the restric- 
tions won’t apply to the 
United Kingdom, and there 
would be exemptions for 
“Americans who have 
undergone appropriate 
screenings.“ He said the U.S. 
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CPD still 


grapples 
with gang 
database 


Fairness, usefulness 
of index questioned 
amid vows to fix it 


BY ANNIE SWEENEY 


With a high school de- 
gree and a steady job, the 
lifelong West Side resident 
said he has no interest in 
gang life. 

But he’s the son of a 
former Vice Lord and grew 
up around members of the 
gang, a fact that follows him 
constantly. 

Once in jail for a minor 
crime, he told jail staff of his 
connection so he wouldn’t 
wind up housed with a rival. 
Another time police 
stopped him while he and 
his friends were filming a 
video and took pictures of 
his ID and tattoos. 

And so, fairly or not, the 
28-year-old, who asked that 
his name not be used, is 
nearly certain he landed in 
the controversial comput- 
erized gang records of the 
Chicago Police Depart- 
ment. 

Interim Superintendent 
Charlie Beck last month 
announced the depart- 
ment’s intention to build 
what he says will be an 
updated, timely and audited 
gang list that will be more 
accurate and fair to those 
who find their way onto it, 
and give more people a way 
to have their name deleted. 
Still, the creation of the new 
Criminal Enterprise Infor- 
mation System is a move 
that comes as local and 
national experts caution 
that collecting such data in 
any form is fraught with the 
potential for overpolicing, 
racial profiling and distract- 
ing officers from more ef- 
fective ways to reduce 
crime. 

Police departments 
across the country are 
struggling to walk back 
from decades of racially 
biased practices that swept 
thousands of African 
American men into the jus- 
tice system and damaged 
trust in neighborhoods. Fig- 
uring out what gang labels 
even mean anymore and 
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One Chicago girl who was placed at 
institutions in Arkansas, Michigan, Ohio and 
Tennessee said she was sedated, subjected to 
bruising restraints and sexually assaulted by 
a facility employee, according to government 
records and interviews. 

“T basically felt like I was abandoned, like 


— An Illinois girl who was sent to facilities in four different states 


By DAVID JACKSON AND DUAA ELDEIB 


This story is a collaboration between the Chicago Tribune and ProPublica Illinois. 


cross the country, child welfare officials have sent thousands of foster children to 

mental health institutions in distant states, including facilities where children 

reported being beaten and sexually assaulted by other residents or mistreated 

by workers. 

The journeys of these children resemble an airline flight map: California to Virginia, 
Florida to Utah, Hawaii to Arkansas. Illinois officials have transported children as young as 7 
to facilities in more than a dozen states. 


who is now 17. 


nobody wants to deal with me,” said the girl, 


Illinois officials also sent a 16-year-old boy 
to a facility in Indiana where police have 
been called to investigate dozens of battery 


“I felt so worthless. I felt like I was never going to make it out. I thought I would never 
get to freedom, that I would be locked up forever like an animal.” 


STACEY WESCOTT/CHICAGO TRIBUNE 
Millcreek Behavioral Health’s site in Arkansas has become a hub for foster children from other states even as mistreatment has been alleged. 


Hurt instead of helped 


Foster children victimized in out-of-state facilities where oversight is lacking 


hospital care. 


“When I first got there, I got jumped every 
day by kids and staff” said the boy, now 18. 

Oregon officials placed a 9-year-old girl in 
an institution in Montana and didn’t visit her 
again for nearly six months, when they found 
her unwashed in an oversized hospital shirt, 
interviews and records show. 

“It’s not right they send us so far from 
home,” the girl, now 10, said in a telephone 


interview. 


allegations, including attacks that left chil- 


dren with broken bones or in need of 


Officials in Illinois and other states 
acknowledge they sent wards out of state to 
private facilities despite having a limited 
capacity to monitor the children’s care and 
safety. A Chicago Tribune-ProPublica Illi- 
nois investigation found repeated break- 
downs in oversight as states — those sending 
the children as well as those receiving them 


Turn to Children, Page 8 


Weinstein gets 23 years in prison 


Accusers of the onetime Hollywood mogul hailed the 
near-maximum punishment. Nation & World, Page 13 


Horse-drawn carriages done? 


They could be pulled from the streets of Chicago if the 
City Council passes an ordinance next week. Business 


Let the political songs begin 


Drive-By Truckers is going to say what it wants to say, 
and doesn’t really care if you like it. A+E 


ANTONIO PEREZ/CHICAGO TRIBUNE 


Incarcerated 
youth offered 
barber classes 


Teenagers in custody at 
Illinois’ youth prison in 
Chicago are participating 
in the state’s first accred- 
ited barber program for 
juvenile detainees. The 
youths will earn credit 
hours to obtain barber or 
cosmetology licenses. 
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TOM SKILLING’S 
WEATHER 


“sg High 62 


Complete forecast 
on back of A+E 
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